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Culture Wars ‘ February 2 - February 8 ‘ Jeremiah 29:1-11

Things to Know

See Other Sermons Here
Click Here to Watch

Gospel Connections and Conversations
Click Here to report your Gospel Connections & Conversations

Studying God’'s Word In Community

Reminder. The goal of group time is not to re-preach the sermon, but to understand and apply God’s
Word together.

Sermon Recap

Jeremiah 29 records a letter sent by the prophet Jeremiah to God's people living in exile in Babylon. They are
displaced, disoriented, and surrounded by a hostile culture and government that does not share their worldview.
Instead of calling them to withdraw, revolt, or assimilate, God calls His people to live as faithful exiles—deeply
rooted in truth, obedience, and hope.


https://fbsimpsonville.org/watch/
https://fbsimpsonville.org/watch/
https://forms.gle/WDAjoJx2He4xtyh97
https://forms.gle/WDAjoJx2He4xtyh97

This passage reshapes how believers engage politically and culturally. God’s people are neither passive nor
panicked. We are called to seek the good of the places we live, trust God’s control over history, and resist the
temptation to place our ultimate hope in political outcomes rather than in God Himself. God calls us to live boldly,
speaking truth where God has spoken, even if it costs us our lives.

1. God Determines our Moment
Jeremiah 29:1-4

In God'’s infinite wisdom and sovereignty, each of us live in a specific political, cultural, and social
context. It is not by chance we are living in the Upstate of South Carolina in 2026. The only right
response is to live faithfully where God has placed us.

Key Truth: Our place in this cultural moment is no accident; God assigns our witness.

2. God Calls Us to Faithful Presence (Exiles and Ambassadors)
Jeremiah 29:5-7

God commands His people in Jeremiah 29 to seek the welfare of Babylon—the very nation that
conquered them. Political engagement for the believer is not driven by fear or self-interest, but by love of
neighbor and trust in God'’s purposes. We must stand firm on the truth of God’s Word because we are
ambassadors- the gospel is the only message that will bring ultimate peace.

Key truth: As God's ambassadors, we are to build, plant, multiply, and seek the welfare (shalom) of our
communities.

3. God Promises a Future Hope
Jeremiah 29:10-11

We do not engage the culture and the current political climate with fear or intimidation because we
already know the outcome- Jesus is coming again! When the King comes and brings the heavenly
Kingdom, then peace will be established. This is our hope- this is our ultimate goal as we engage in
politics: Kingdom Restoration.

Key Truth: Our ultimate hope is not political renewal but kingdom restoration in Christ.




Discussion Questions

1. What stands out to you in this text?

N

Do you tend to be more engaged in politics or avoid it all together? Why?

3. How does God’s instruction to seek the good of Babylon in this passage challenge our

natural instincts?

4. What does this passage teach us about God’s sovereignty over nations and governments?
5. What are warning signs that politics is becoming an idol in our lives?

Read

Read Jeremiah 29:1-11 and make observations about the text.

What is God teaching us in the passage?

What does this reveal about who God is, what God has done, and how | should respond?
Which part of the text was most meaningful to you and why?

What do you need help understanding about this passage?

Scripture

Jeremiah 29:1-11

These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to
the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the
people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2
This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of
Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from
Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and
Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives
and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.



) 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and
Jeremiah 29:1-11 o ) )
your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that

they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; | did not

send them, declares the Lord.

10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will
visit you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For |
know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Jeremiah 29:1-11

Living on Mission In Community

Living as faithful exiles requires community, humility, and prayer. Political engagement can easily
divide believers, but God calls His people to unity rooted in truth and love. When the church is
divided, the culture around us will look the same.

The best way for us to engage politically and culturally is to share the gospel with our words and
our lives. Then, we must speak and stand where God has clearly spoken. This is how we seek the
welfare of our communities.

How is God leading me to respond to His Word this week?

Optional Breakout Questions

Consider making time at the end of the group to break out into groups of 2-4 (keep them gender specific).
Have them answer these three questions about their weeks:

1. How did you feed yourself?

o (What have you been doing to feed your spiritual life, and how is it going?)
2. How did you feed others?

O (How did you share the gospel or gospel truth with someone this week?)

3. How did you feed your flesh?
o (What sins did you struggle with this week? How can your friends hold you accountable?)


https://www.crossway.org/
https://www.crossway.org/

Leader Resources - February 2 - 8

Small Group Curriculum - Jeremiah 29:1-11

1. Session Overview

Jeremiah 29 reminds believers that political displacement, cultural hostility, and national
instability are not new challenges. God’s people have always lived between kingdoms. This
passage teaches that faithful political engagement is neither withdrawal nor worship of the
state, but hopeful obedience under God’s sovereign rule. Christians are called to be
present, prayerful, and purposeful—trusting God’s long-term plans while seeking the good
of the world around them.

2. Opening

Prayer:

“Father, we praise you that we are exiles in this world, citizens of the heavenly Kingdom- Remind
us of these eternal realities. Lord, our country is so politically divided. Politics is speaking into
issues only you have the authority to speak over. Give us a boldness and grace to bear witness to
your truth, even if it costs us everything. May the passion of our hearts be Kingdom restoration
through the advancement of your gospel. In Jesus name, Amen.”

Icebreaker question:
Break into groups of 2-3.

Ask:

“What is one political or cultural issue that easily stirs up strong emotions for you? Why do you think that
is?”

3. Scripture Reading

Have someone read Jeremiah 29:1-11 out loud.

4. Teaching Points (Systematic Walkthrough)

1. God’s People Are Exiles, Not Escapists



Exile is not abandonment—it is assignment. God intentionally places His people in complex,
uncomfortable environments for His redemptive purposes.

Theological Insight: God’s sovereignty extends over nations, borders, and political powers.
Helpful Prompt:

“What are practical ways we can move past the discomforts of politics, which tempt us to
disengage from the culture?”

2. Seeking the Good of the City Is an Act of Worship

God calls His people to pray for and work toward the flourishing of Babylon. Political
engagement rooted in Scripture seeks peace, justice, and mercy for all in the context which
God has placed us.

Theological Insight: Loving our neighbor includes civic responsibility and prayerful
engagement.

Pastoral Insight: We can work for the good of our communities without giving our hearts
to political power.

5. Discussion Questions

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

How do you know when politics is shaping your identity more than your faith?

Where do you feel the strongest pull toward fear, anger, or hopelessness in our current
cultural climate?

What would it look like for you to trust God more deeply with the future of the nation?
How can Scripture help us evaluate political messaging more wisely?

How can believers disagree politically while still loving one another well?

6. Application

Encourage the group to move from information to application.

Ask:

“Where have | allowed fear, anger, or misplaced hope to shape my political engagement more
than my faith in God?”

Examples may include:

e Identify one way politics has shaped your emotions more than your faith.



Confess where fear, anger, or misplaced hope may have taken root.

Commit to praying regularly for local and national leaders, regardless of agreement.
Identify one tangible way you can seek the good of your community this week.

Ask: How is God calling me to live faithfully and missionally right now?

7. Closing Reflection and Prayer

Reflection:

1. How often do | talk about political leaders compared to how often | pray for them?

2. If someone observed my political engagement, would they be more impressed by my
opinions or my hope in Christ?

Prayer:

“God, help us to be faithful where you have called us. Help us to stand steadfast where you have
spoken. Let each of us be full of both truth and grace. We pray for our leaders of this country
and this state- save them. We pray they would be instruments for your righteousness and
justice. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

8. Memory Verse

“But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for
in its welfare you will find your welfare.” — Jeremiah 29:7

9. Leader Notes

Encourage listening, prayer, and unity within the group.

Be bold where God is clear.

Help balance the tension of (party) politics with the call to Kingdom Alegiance.
Point toward obedience over outrage and trust over fear.

End with a call to live as hope-filled witnesses in a divided world.
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